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rights, and revolution. Additionally, he coau-
thored the book of Lessons of the Vietnam
War—A Critical Examination of School Texts
and an Interpretive Comparative History Uti-
lizing the Pentagon Papers and Other Docu-
ments. During the Vietham War, he was re-
sponsible for starting the Cortland Citizens for
Peace organization and went on to become
very active in the anti-war movement. Mr.
Griffen’s dedication to activism also led him to
Mississippi and Tennessee with the historic,
pioneering freedom riders, where he worked to
register minority voters so they could have a
voice in government.

Even in his later days, Mr. Griffen continued
his spirit of activism, helping the American
Cancer Society by participating in a new pro-
gram for people diagnosed with prostate can-
cer. He trained volunteers in upstate New
York to counsel cancer patients and served on
the speakers’ bureau at the Syracuse Man-to-
Man Cancer Support Group.

Many say that Mr. Griffen was truly a ren-
aissance man, with interests in baseball, jazz,
nature, photography, and the environment. He
and his wife, Judy, had three children: Mark,
Kimberly, and Amy.

William Griffen gave his heart and soul to
improve the lives of the people he touched.
His contributions and his sacrifices will live on
for generations in upstate New York and
around our great country. Thank you, Mr.
Griffen.

———
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Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, | proudly
pause to recognize Michael Baharaeen, a very
special young man who has exemplified the
finest qualities of citizenship and leadership by
taking an active part in the Boy Scouts of
America, Troop 354, and by earning the most
prestigious award of Eagle Scout.

Michael has been very active with his troop,
participating in many scout activities. Over the
years, Michael has been involved in scouting,
he has earned 39 merit badges and held nu-
merous leadership positions, serving as Patrol
Leader and Scribe and is a member of the
Tribe of Mic-O-Say.

For his Eagle Scout project, Michael built a
storage area and refurbished playground
equipment at Crestview Elementary in Kansas
City, Missouri.

Madam Speaker, | proudly ask you to join
me in commending Michael Baharaeen for his
accomplishments with the Boy Scouts of
America and for his efforts put forth in achiev-
ing the highest distinction of Eagle Scout.

——
IN PRAISE OF SCENE MAGAZINE’S

“MAN OF THE YEAR,” JIM
HETTINGER

HON. TIMOTHY WALBERG

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, February 27, 2007

Mr. WALBERG. Madam Speaker, Jim
Hettinger, a constituent of mine from Battle
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Creek, MI, will be recognized as Scene Maga-
zine’s “Man of the Year” this Thursday. Mr.
Hettinger is receiving this honor for his work in
and around the community of Battle Creek
over the past three decades.

Mr. Hettinger's work has spanned all areas
of community service; from education to eco-
nomic development to the arts to food banks
to health care. Jim Hettinger has touched
many lives in his community.

In 1978, Mr. Hettinger was named president
of Battle Creek Unlimited, an organization.
which brings together government, non-profit
and business groups for the sole purpose of
furthering the development of the economy of
Battle Creek and Calhoun County.

Highlights of Mr. Hettinger's leadership of
Battle Creek Unlimited include saving the Fed-
eral Center in Battle Creek in 1993, the addi-
tion of Duncan Aviation and Western Michigan
College of Aviation and the establishment of
the West Michigan Aviation Research Founda-
tion. As the article in Scene Magazine hon-
oring Mr. Hettinger states, “the Research
Foundation will help to promote economic de-
velopment and attract research dollars to this
community.”

Mr. Hettinger is probably best known for his
efforts and foresight in transforming Fort Cus-
ter, which was an abandoned military training
base, into the 3,000-acre Fort Custer Industrial
Park, the largest modem industrial park in
Michigan. Today, the industrial park has over
90 companies and employs thousands of good
paying, high-skilled jobs.

This is not the first award for Mr. Hettinger
as he has been rightfully showered with praise
for his commitment to the Calhoun County
community. Mr. Hettinger received Governor
Engler’s first Economic Developer of the Year
award in 1995. He received Certificates of
Recognition for Community Service from
Presidents Bill Clinton and George W. Bush in
1999 and 2001 respectively. Mr. Hettinger's
community service endeavors are too expan-
sive to list here today, and his work is best
displayed by the tremendous number of lives
he has touched throughout his career in Battle
Creek.

| extend my sincere appreciation and offer
the congratulations of the U.S. Congress to
Mr. Jim Hettinger for being named Scene
Magazine’s “Man of the Year.”

—
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Mr. SKELTON. Madam Speaker, as a life-
long resident of Lafayette County, MO, it gives
me great pleasure to introduce H. Res. 171, a
resolution honoring the life of the Marquis de
Lafayette on the occasion of the 250th anni-
versary of his birth.

Lafayette occupies a considerable place in
the history of the United States. More than
any one person, he symbolizes the assistance
American colonists received from Europe in
the struggle for independence from Great Brit-
ain.

Lafayette was a man of considerable mili-
tary skill who sympathized with American rev-
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olutionary fighters. After withdrawing from the
French army and traveling across the ocean at
his own expense, the Congress voted Lafay-
ette the rank and commission of major general
in the Continental Army. His military service
during the Revolutionary War was invaluable
to GEN George Washington, earning him the
titte of “the soldier’s friend.” Lafayette’s stra-
tegic thinking and dedication as a general offi-
cer serve as a model for present day military
personnel.

After achieving military victory, Lafayette re-
turned to France, helping the U.S. to secure
trade agreements and critical loans with Euro-
pean nations. He also became a prominent
figure in the French Revolution, speaking out
in support of universal freedom and human
rights.

Because of Lafayette’s commitment to
America, Congress honored him with awards
of money and land. Congress was also pre-
sented a life-size portrait of Lafayette that
hangs in the Chamber of the U.S. House of
Representatives. The portrait is one of only
two in the House Chamber. The other is of
President George Washington, Lafayette’s
closest friend and role model.

At the invitation of President James Monroe,
Lafayette returned to the United States in
1824 and 1825. He embarked upon a trium-
phant tour, during which he visited 25 States,
including Missouri, and he became the first
foreign dignitary to address a joint session of
Congress. During this visit and thereafter, var-
ious American leaders honored Lafayette by
naming many cities, towns, and counties for
him. Lafayette County, MO, which is my
home, is named for Lafayette.

As we take a moment this year to honor the
Marquis de Lafayette on the occasion of his
250th birthday, let us remember how he
helped secure American independence and
helped establish the United States as an inter-
national presence. The values of democracy
espoused by our Founding Fathers and by La-
fayette have been the bedrock of U.S. domes-
tic and international policymaking for genera-
tions.

| urge all Americans and especially those in
the military to study Lafayette as America
pays tribute to him.

———

IN REMEMBRANCE OF REVEREND
ROBERT DRINAN

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 27, 2007

Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, | rise
today in honor of Reverend Robert Drinan. Fa-
ther Drinan was a great humanitarian that
showed the world that being a servant of the
people was not a conflict of interest when
serving the Lord.

Father Robert Drinan effortlessly assimilated
pious servitude with politics, showing that the
purpose of both was oftentimes the same. He
was an active and prominent voice when it
came to civil rights, and as the Dean of Bos-
ton College Law School he called for and sup-
ported desegregation. He also challenged the
students of Boston College Law School to be
active in the civil rights movement.

Father Drinan was the first Roman Catholic
priest to be elected to Congress. In 1970, Fa-
ther Drinan ran for Congress on an anti-war
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